FOREWORD

During the last two decades, man is exposed to a variety of
chemical compounds in the environment. It is estimated that more
than 1000 new chemicals are manufactured and marketed in the
world annually. These chemicals although are highly beneficial to
man to lead a better and comfortable life, they are likely to cause
health hazards to man. It is well established that some of the chemicals
are found to be mutagenic in different test systems and hence there is
every reason to believe or suspect that they are also mutagenic in man,
Man is most vulnerable and any undue to exposure to environmental
agents _ might cause chromosome damage in man which in turn
increases genetic load. Thus it is obligatory on the part of the scientists
to identify these agents and remove them from environment wherever
possible. The book compiles the research results of Indian scientists
in the field of genetic toxicology. I have no doubt that this book will
be useful to the young and enthusiastic research workers in this
discipline. I appreciate the pains taking efforts of Prof. P.P. Reddy, in
bringing out this volume.
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